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by Michael E. Tymn 


With some three decades of experience as an 
investigator of psychic phenomena, Tricia J. Rob- 
ertson recently authored Things You Can Do When 
Your’re Dead! Subtitled True Accounts of After Death 
Communication, the 146-page book was published 
in the United States and United Kingdom by White 
Crow Books. 

A retired mathematics and physics teacher, 
Robertson also served on the staff of the Adult and 
Continuing Education Department at the University 
of Glasgow. It was while there, in 1987, that she 
met and began working with renowned psychical 
researcher Professor Archie Roy 
(1924-2012) “Archie had just 
founded the Scottish Society 
for Psychical Research (SSPR),” 
she recalls. “He had been giving 
evening classes in psychical 
research for the Department of 
Adult and Continuing Educa- 
tion at Glasgow University for, 
I think, around 20 years. These fi 
were the days long before the 
accessibility of information 
from the Internet. When people finished the evening 
classes with Archie they had nowhere else to go for 
further information so, as he put it, he founded the 
SSPR in self-defense.” 

Robertson was one of the early members of 
the SSPR and later served as its vice-president and 
president. I recently put some questions to her by 
e-mail. 


_ Robertson 


Tricia, how did you become interested in psychical 
research, including after-death communication? 

“Everyone asks me how and when I became 
interested in psychical research and the truth is I just 
do not know. Around 1982, things in my life were 
going really well, I was married with two young 
children. We had a nice house, two cars, two jobs and 
everything was fine. At this point, for no particular 
reason, I began to say to myself, ‘there must be more 
to life than this?’ 

“I approached a friend of mine and asked her if 
we could go to a spiritualist church, just to see what 
went on there. I should point out that I had no formal 
religious upbringing and no expectation of being 
interested in any religion. Our first venture into this 


field nearly stalled at the gate when we couldn’t 
even find the church. Once there it stimulated my 
interest, intellectually, and I had to search further to 
find out if this was a lot of nonsense. 

“I was then asked to attend spontaneous cases 
with a spiritualist minister. I found this intriguing 
although I was still very sceptical about the whole 
thing. He appeared to find a ‘spiritual’ solution to 
many of the cases and I always noticed that he made 
the people concerned feel better about themselves 
and their circumstances. But in many ways the jury 
was still out as far as I was concerned.” 


Did the jury ever come back in? 

“Around 1985, I did attend a spontaneous case 
with this minister which proved to be somewhat 
evidential. The person reporting an apparition in 
her bedroom was a three-and-a-half year-old child. 
She was quite distressed by this lady coming into her 
room and this had gone on for some time. She gave 
a good description of this ‘lady’ and subsequently 
picked her out of an old street photo from about 30 
people. She was the previous owner of the house, 
whom the family had never seen as she had died 
before they bought the house. When we visited the 
family I asked that the father take the child and the 
baby out to the local park. The father eyed us some- 
what suspiciously anyway and looked somewhat 
terrified, and we were not even wearing false horns. 
The medium, Charles, then purported to contact 
this lady and persuaded her to move on and stop 
disturbing the family. Now the child knew nothing 
about this, she thought that we were friends of the 
mother having afternoon tea. I always say that the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating and from that 
day on the child never again spoke of the lady in 
her room. This got me really thinking. Full details 
of this case are in my book.” 


I recall reading somewhere about a group called 
PRISM (Psychical Research Involving Selected 
Mediums). What was the purpose of that group? 
“Prism was largely financed by the Gwen Tate 
fund from the SPR, London. This group consisted 
originally of seven psychical researchers and seven 
people from a more spiritualistic background. We 
met in London. The idea was to co-operate with me- 
diums and try to devise experiments which would 
be acceptable to both ‘sides.’ During one meeting 


See INTERVIEW page 2 


INTERVIEW: 


From page 1 


I came up with the idea of testing the generality 
of mediums’ statements. Professor Arthur Ellison 
thought that this must have been done before, but 
Archie Roy pointed out that it had not. From that 
point Archie and I were given the task of devising 
experiments. This resulted in a five-year extensive 
study of mediums’ statement in 
conditions up to triple blind. The 
hypothesis being tested was ‘All |) 
mediums’ statements are so gen- | * 
eral that they could apply to any- [f 
one’ After five years of research 
and using good mediums, that 
hypothesis was nullified with the 
odds of the results being due to 
chance being a million to one. If 
we had cherry-picked the results 
from the very best sessions the 
odds against chance would have been even better, 
but we used everything, nothing was put away in 
a file drawer.” 


TRICIA J. ROBERTSON 


How did all this research influence you? 

“My attitude to all of these matters has now 
totally changed since 1982. Actual evidence was be- 
ing gathered. To be very honest, Archie and I did not 
know if these experiments would work and neither 
did the mediums, but they all worked for nothing 
as they themselves were anxious to see if it worked. 
As a former teacher of mathematics and physics 
this was quite a departure for me. Before examining 
these matters I don’t believe that I had consciously 
thought about life after death, although I do remem- 
ber asking my parents ‘what happens when you 
die?’ when I was about seven. They fobbed me off 
with some platitudes, because they did not know. 
Since examining these matters, it seems to me that 
beyond any doubt our consciousness (whatever 
that may be) survives death. How else can you 
explain veridical communication, especially when 
information has to be subsequently verified, as in 
the murdered girl case in my book ?” 


Your book is a mix of historical cases and those you 
have personally investigated. Among the historical 
cases, which one stands out most in your mind as 
the best evidence of survival? 

“As far as veridical information is concerned, 
look no further than at the historical case of the crash 
of the airship R-101. I précis this in my book but it is 
best read in The Airmen Who Would Not Die by J.G. 
Fuller. The credibility of the many witnesses alone 
is outstanding. The quality and accuracy of informa- 
tion that came through on different occasions was 
incredible. Even a dyed-in-the-wool atheist had to 
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admit somewhat grudgingly that he was convinced 
that his old chum survived death and was com- 
municating in the manner and personality of that 
person. If this was the only case ever to be reported 
it wouldn’t matter, the facts speak for themselves, 
but of course there are many others.” 


If you could go back in time and meet one of the pio- 
neers of psychical research, who would it be? 


“That is a difficult question. Certainly Sir 
William Crookes, who contrary to the jibes of the 
sceptics of the time, was at his academic peak and 
as sharp as a tack when he examined the physical 
phenomena of Florence Cook and Daniel Dunglas 
Home, would be at or near the top of my list.” 


Among the cases you have investigated, is there any 
one that stands out in your mind as especially good 
evidence for survival? 

“Ihave to say that the psychometry experiment 
that I carried out regarding a murdered girl almost 
took my breath away. This involved a mother, I did 
not know, contacting me about the death of her 
daughter. She wanted to meet me and talk about it. 
It transpired that the girl had been murdered some 
months earlier and the authorities did not seem to 
be close to finding the perpetrator. I worked out 
that she really wanted me to set up a reading with 
a medium for her, but I felt that it was too raw and 
came up with the idea of a psychometry experiment. 

“Lasked her to bring me a sealed envelope with 
something belonging to her daughter in it. She did 
so. Over the next few days I took this envelope to 
a few mediums, telling them nothing about it, of 
course, and just asked them if they received any 
impressions from it. The first few mediums did 
not appear to say anything pertinent, except that 
they felt it belonged to a dead girl, and of course 
their statements were noted. The fourth medium, 
who grudgingly put his hand on the envelope, im- 
mediately looked at me with startled eyes and said 
I have a girl here with longish brown hair...then 
he paused and said .... ‘She was murdered.’ From 
that point he made 29 statements purporting to 
come from the girl, all of them being very specific. 
These were all documented by me and I ask you to 
remember that I knew very little about this murder 
and had certainly no knowledge of the girl or her 
circumstances. So specific were these statements that 
as he was speaking I thought, well that’s either right 
of wrong there is no in-between here. The next day 
I made an appointment to meet the mother, in her 
own home for the first time. 

“Suffice to say that of the 22 factual statements 
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President’s Message: Continuing Activities of ASCS in 2013-2014 


At the moment, our Board members are busily 
planning our 2014 conference on Afterlife Communi- 
cation - It’s not just mediums anymore! in Scottsdale, 
Arizona July 10-13. Topics our presenters will cover 
include contacting spirits through out-of-body ex- 
periences (OBEs), training mediums, signs of spirit 
presence, and researching exploration in the after- 
life. Please watch our website 
at www.ascsi.org for more 
details as plans are firmed up. 

Our Board is also busy 
revising the bylaws. Paul 
Hauser, our new executive ad- 
ministrator, is working hard 
for us at his home in Florida. 
We now have established a 
graphics committee to oversee 
the marketing quality of our 
graphics to better reflect the 
organization. Members of 
this committee include Miles 
Allen, Craig Hogan and Karin 
Nemri. 

In order to network with other therapists for 
our organization and in explaining that it’s of great 
benefit to integrate the concept of Soul in treating cli- 
ents, I will be attending the annual conference of the 
American Center for the Integration of Spiritually 
Transformative Experiences (ACISTE) in Arlington, 
Virgina. ACISTE is a relatively new organization, 
one providing training programs for therapists on 
spiritual transforming experiences. 

Yolaine Stout, who was active for years in the 
near-death experience (NDE) field, is the president 
and executive director of this new organization. I 
had the pleasure of speaking at their first confer- 
ence last year in October in Northern California. I 
have also been certified through their program as an 
ACMHP (ACISTE Certified Mental Health Profes- 
sional). I have great hopes for this organization in 
the field of psychology as they teach that spiritual 
psychology promotes healing. 

I will be flying to Crete, Greece for a conference 
entitled Life, Death and Beyond, A Healing Journey, 
with Eben Alexander, Suzanne Geiseman and other 
mediums. Upon return, I will be looking into the 
raising of my house due to the threat of another 
storm or hurricane like we experienced in New 
Jersey last year. Popular opinion seems to be that 
more and more of these storms will be coming in 
the future. I need to decide whether to make this 
house higher and safer. If 1 don’t, insurance premi- 
ums will go up tremendously in the next 18 months 
as new flood plane maps are approved by FEMA. 
Many people on the East Coast are making these 


Karen E. Herrick 


decisions as we head into the first anniversary of 
Hurricane Sandy. 

At our June 2013 conference, PMH Atwater 
was discussing one of her favorite authors, Walter 
Russell, and his works. She said, “There’s nobody 
who compares to this guy.” And, then, she spoke 
about a conference that was to be held on the week- 
end of September 6 — 8, 2013. I accepted her kind 
invitation to visit with her and her husband, Terry. 
As I flew down to Charlottesville, Virginia for the 
conference, I wondered how many of our members 
know of Walter Russell. 

The conference was hosted by The Center of 
The One Heart at the annual homecoming festival 
at Swannanoa Palace and Gardens on Afton Moun- 
tain. Those of you who have computers can Google 
“Swannanoa mansion” and you will discover that 
it was built in 1912 by millionaire James H. Dooley 
as asummer home. Part of the mansion came from 
vay and Georgian marble was used to put it to- 
gether along with Tiffany windows, gold plumbing 
fixtures and terraced gardens. It had its own power 
plant with electricity and plumbing. There was also 
a built-in elevator like in Monticello, Thomas Jef- 
ferson’s house, which is 27 miles away. 

The mansion was leased in 1949 to Walter Rus- 
sell for his University of Science and Philosophy. 
Russell died in 1962, his wife, Lao, in 1988. The 
University of Science and Philosophy decided to 
leave the property and gave up their lease in 1998. 

So, who was Walter Russell? In his book, The 
Man Who Tapped the Secrets of the Universe, author 
Glenn Clark states that he had been looking for a 
man who had discovered universal laws. Clark 
had earlier started a training school for people to 
become God-centered and someone told him that 
Walter Russell lived by such a principle. 

When they met, Walter Russell was living at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City, where he had a 
studio for his sculpture and paintings. There Clark 
saw a lifelike bust of Thomas Edison, two busts of 
Franklin Roosevelt and the Mark Twain Memorial. 
This memorial was of Mark Twain sitting in the 
middle of all the characters of his books. Russell 
had also completed a Four Freedoms sculpture at 
the request of President Roosevelt. So, God-centered 
Walter Russell was also a sculptor and a painter of 
portraits. 

In a locked case in his NYC office, Clark saw 
a manuscript called The Light Wave Universe which 
was published in 1947 as The Secret of Light. He had 
been working on the manuscript for twenty-five 
years. Russell explained to Clark that the key to life 
is desire when it is released into the eternal energy of 
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Physical Death Isn’t the End: 


by Carla Wills-Brandon, Ph.D. 


Begin to be now what you will be hereafter. 
— William James (1842-1910) 


Departing Visions tell us death is nothing to 
fear. As the hour of earthly departure draws near, 
talk about other worldly visitations from deceased 
relatives or friends is not unusual. Encounters 
with angels or religious figures 
take place and heavenly visions 
of a colorful afterlife are shared. 
Along with this, those at the bed- 
side of the dying report seeing a [| 
“vapor,” “cloud,” “smoke,” “light,” 
or “mist” leaving the body. Even 
dreams can foretell an upcoming 
death. The famous American au- 
thor Mark Twain dreamt in detail 
about his brother’s passing before 
the event occurred. These are all examples of the 
Departing Vision. 

Such wondrous experiences bring peace of 
mind to the physically dying and comfort to those 
left behind. After such glimpses into the afterlife, 
anxiety or fear about death vanishes. With this, a 
better life can be lived. 

The phenomenon isn’t new. Accounts of this 
nature have been with us for thousands of years. At 
one time physical death was part of the everyday 
backdrop of life. As recently as a hundred years ago 
we passed at home in our own beds, surrounded by 
family and friends. Even children were present at 
the deathbed. If the dying began talking about see- 
ing deceased loved ones, friends, angels or visions 
of heaven, this wasn’t seen as strange. Instead such 
conversation was embraced. 

Sadly, today the physical conclusion of a life is 
often seen as the end of consciousness. With this, the 
Departing Vision has been shoved into a closet of 
secrecy. Experiencers are dismissed and investiga- 
tors are ridiculed. Forgotten are the decades of cred- 
ible scientific research devoted to the phenomenon. 
Though extreme doubt has been created in the mind 
of the public, not everyone is buying this. 

When my mother Carol passed away in a hos- 
pital, I had a Departing Vision. Shortly after my 16" 
birthday, I awoke at five in the morning and knew 
her spirit was no longer bound to a cancer-ridden 
body. Minutes later a phone call confirmed this. 

My cousin Virginia and an aunt also felt her 
leave. 

Your Aunt Helen and I were both awakened on the 
morning of Carol's death. In a dream, I saw a figure in 
white... standing by Carol’s hospital bed and heard the 
words, “everything is going to be alright.” 


Carla Wills- 
Brandon, Ph.D. 
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Departing Visions Tell Us So 


My mother called and said, “Something’s happened 
with Carol.” 

“What?” I asked. 

“She died,” Mom explained. 

Later someone called and confirmed your mother’s 
death. 

Two of my mother’s friends were also stirred 
from sleep that morning. Richard told me both he 
and another family acquaintance felt her soul leave 
just as dawn broke. Five of us, living in separate 
locations, received one last hug from my mother as 
she left this life to join her parents and brother on 
the other side. 

Departing Visions soften loss for those left 
behind and ease passage for the physically dying. 
Below is another account which makes this perfectly 
clear. 

Natalie Kalmus was very ill. Her family de- 
cided not to tell her about her cousin Ruth’s passing. 
What Natalie’s sister Elenor heard at her bedside, 
gave her a shock. 

I sat on her bed and took her hand. It was on fire. 
Then Elenor seemed to rise up in bed, almost to a sitting 
position. 

“Natalie,” she said, “There are so many of them. 
There’s Fred and Ruth - what’s she doing here?” 

An electric shock went through me. She had said 
Ruth! Ruth was her cousin, who had died suddenly a 
week before. But I knew that Elenor had not been told of 
the sudden death.... 

.... Her voice was surprisingly clear. “It’s so con- 
fusing. There are so many of them!” Suddenly her arms 
stretched out happily. “I am going up with them,” she 
murmured. 

How did the physically dying Natalie know 
her cousin Ruth had passed on? No one shared this 
with her. A similar encounter from Robin Abrams 
validates the above Departing Vision. 

I witnessed firsthand my father’s (Albert Abrams) 
“peek” into the afterlife. Due to a devastating stroke, 
he was confined to a bed in a nursing home... . One 
year after his stroke, to the date, my brother... was mur- 
dered.... We decided, as a family, to withhold the news 
of my brother’s murder from my father for as long as 
possible. There is absolutely no way he could have known 
my brother had died. 

In less than a week after my brother’s death, my 
father said (very fluently, which was surprising because 
the stroke had affected his speech), “I used to have three 
children, now I only have two.” We asked him, “Why 
did you say that, Dad?” And he looked at us as if we 
were nuts.... 

... Along with this, my father made several ref- 
erences to receiving messages from my mother. She had 
been deceased for fifteen years. It is important for you to 
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Deathbed Visions from a Century Ago 


As reported in the Journal of the American Society 
for Psychical Research for June 1918, Daisy Dryden, 
age 10, of California, was suffering from typhoid 
fever and began suffering greatly four days before 
her death as enteritis set in. After about 24 hours of 
excruciating pain, Daisy seemed to become clairvoy- 
ant and the pain passed. During her final three days 
she reported talking with her deceased brother, Allie, 
who had died of scarlet fever seven months earlier. 
When her Sunday school teacher, “Mrs. H.”, was 
sitting with her two days before her death, Daisy 
told her that her two children were there. Mrs. H. 
was stymied, as she was certain that Daisy could 
not have known about her two children who had 
died some years before, and asked Daisy to describe 
them. When Daisy described them as adults, Mrs. 
H. informed her children were not adults when they 
died. Daisy replied: “Allie says, ‘Children do not 
stay children; they grow up as they do in this life.” 

When Lulu, Daisy’s sister, spoke to Daisy of an- 
gels with “snowy wings,” Daisy told her that the ones 
she had seen didn’t have wings. When Lulu asked 
how they could fly down from heaven without wings, 
Daisy replied that “they just come.” When Daisy was 
asked how she speaks to Allie, she responded that 
“We just talk with our think.” 

When Daisy’s mother was sitting at her bed- 
side, Daisy mentioned that Allie was standing next 
to her. When the mother looked for Allie, Daisy told 
her that Allie said she could not see him because her 
spirit eyes were closed, but that she (Daisy) could 
see him because her body only holds her spirit by a 
thread of life. 

At 8:30 on the evening of her death, Daisy in- 
formed her mother that Allie would be coming for her 
at 11:30. At 11:15, Daisy asked her father to take her 
up as Allie had come. As they sang, Daisy breathed 
her last at 11:30. 

Dr. Minot J. Savage, a popular Unitarian clergy- 
man and author of a century ago, told the story of 
Jennie and Bessie, ages 8-9. The two girls were close 
friends in a city in Massachusetts, and both were af- 
flicted with diphtheria. Jennie died on Wednesday, 
but Bessie was not informed of her friend’s death, 
as her family felt it might stand in the way of her 
recovery. 

On Saturday, Bessie appanty realized that she 
was going to die and began telling her parents which 
of her brothers, sisters, and playmates should receive 
her treasured belongings. “Among these she pointed 
out certain things of which she was very fond, that 
were to go to Jennie — thus settling all question as to 
whether or not she had found out that Jennie was not 
still living,” Savage wrote. 

Alittle later, as she approached death, she began 
seeing deceased grandparents and others gathered 
around her bed. “And then she turned to her father, 
with face and voice both expressing the greatest sur- 
prise, and exclaimed, ‘Why, Papa, why didn’t you tell 


me that Jennie had gone? Why didn’t you tell me of 
it?’” Savage ends the story, commenting that this and 
similar stories suggest that more than hallucination 
and imagination are involved. 

In his 1926 book, Death-Bed Visions, Sir William 
Barrett, a professor of physics at the Royal College of 
Science in Dublin, reported on a case told to him by 
his wife, an obstetric surgeon. Lady (Florence) Bar- 
rett, who later became dean of the London School of 
Medicine for Women, was tending to a dying woman 
(“Mrs. B.”), who had just given birth. Mrs. B. com- 
mented that it was getting “darker and darker.” Her 
husband and mother were beckoned. “Suddenly 
she looked eagerly toward one part of the room, a 
radiant smile illuminating her whole countenance,” 
Lady Barrett recalled. “Oh, lovely, lovely,’ the dying 
woman said. Lady Barrett asked her to what she was 
referring. “What I see,” the woman replied, “Lovely 
brightness, wonderful beings.” 

The woman then began to focus her attention 
on one place in the room and cried out that her 
(deceased) father was there. Then, with a puzzled 
expression, she said that Vida, her sister, was with her 
father Vida had died two weeks earlier, but because 
of Mrs. B’s delicate condition, the family had decided 
not to tell her of her sister’s death. - MET 
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know that my father’s mind, when awake, had never been 
sharper. I truly believe, with absolutely no doubt, that for 
a time, he had a foot in both worlds. 

Mr. Abrams told Robin he knew her brother 
was no longer living. No one had provided him with 
any information about this brutal murder. 

Robin’s account parallels the previous vision. 
In both instances the ill person is initially unaware 
that a beloved family member has passed. Those at 
the bedside take great steps to protect bedridden 
loved ones from news about these losses. Finally, 
notice the surprised reaction the physically dying 
express upon being visited by the person who has, 
unknowingly to them, recently moved on. 

After such an encounter experiencers can feel 
confused and are not sure where to go next. Provid- 
ing a guide for understanding Departing Visions lets 
experiencers know they are not alone. A ee off 
place, with resources for them to continue the jour- 
ney is what is needed. Physical death is not the end. 
Because of this, a new paradigm for consciousness 
is needed. Departing Vision experiences provide 
the grass roots for this shift in societal awareness. 

Carla Wills-Brandon has been investigating the phe- 
nomenon known as deathbed or departing visions for nearly 
30 years. She is the geuee thirteen books, including a 
Publishers Weekly bestseller. Her most recent book, Heavenly 
Hugs: Comfort, Support, and Hope from the Afterlife, is her 
third title to discuss Departing Visions. 
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Letters from a Living Dead Man 


by Michael E. Tymn 


Communicating through the hand of automatic 
writing medium Elsa Barker, David Patterson Hatch, 
a former Los Angeles, California, lawyer as well as a 
judge of the Santa Barbara County Superior Court, 
reported extensively on his new environment in the 
Afterlife. 

Hatch died on February 12, 1912 at age 65. 
“[He] was a remarkable man in many respects,” read 
a eulogy in the Los Angeles Times. “While a just judge 
and profoundly learned in all law and ean e 
was exceptionally versed in the deep philosophies 
of life.” The eulogy went on to say that he was 
considered a mystic by some and that he authored a 
series of books under the pseudonym Paul Karishka. 

Barker (1869-1954) lived most of her life in 
Boston and New York. She got to know Hatch after 
reading his book, The Twentieth Century Christ. She 
began hearing from the discarnate Hatch while she 
was living in Paris during 1912-13. She said that she 
was in a state of semi-consciousness, at times near 
unconsciousness, as Hatch’s words came through 
her pencil, and that she did not have the remotest 
idea of what had been written until after regaining 
full consciousness. The “letters” from Judge Hatch, 
which came over a period of some 11 months, were 
first published in a 1915 book titled Letters from a 
Living Dead Man. 

Hatch told Barker that he was not putting her 
at risk of being possessed by some passing spirit, 
friendly or otherwise. “I am not making any opening 
in your nervous system through which irresponsible 
forces can enter and take possession of you,” he 
told her. “If any spirit, amiable or harmful, should 
make such an attempt, he would have to reckon 
with me, and I am not powerless. I have now, have 
both remembered and been taught, secrets by which 
I can protect you from what is generally known as 
mediumship.” 

Hatch went on to explain that at first he used 
her arm and hand from the outside, which some- 
times left her arm lame the next day. “Then, grown 
more familiar with the means at my disposal, I tried 
another method, and you noticed a change in the 
character of the writing. It began clumsily, with large 
and badly formed characters, gradually becoming 
clearer as my control of the instrument I was using 
was better established. 

“Now, for the last few times I have used still 
another and a third method. I enter your mind, put- 
ting myself in absolute telepathic rapport with your 
mind, impressing upon your mind itself the things I 
wish to say. In order to write in this way, you have to 
make yourself utterly passive, stilling all individual 
thought and yielding yourself to my thought, but 


that is no more than you do every day in reading 
a fascinating book. You can give your mind to the 
author who leads you along, rapt and passive, by 
means of the printed page.” 

(ea  ) 


Hatch said that he 
passed easily from his new 
world to hers by a change 
of focus and an action of 
will. “You must remem- 
ber that your world and 
mine occupy about the same 
vod he explained. “that 
the plane of the earth’s 
surface is one of the lower 
and more material planes of 
our world, using the word 
nos as you would use 

e word ‘layer’....there are 
also places accessible to us 
which lie at some distance above the earth’s surface. 
‘Mansions in the skies’ are more than figurative.” He 
further informed her that if her mind began to work 
independently or to question things being written 
that it would “be as a cloud upon a mirror, blurring 
the reflection.” 

In the Introduction, Barker questioned the 
theory that it was all produced by her subconscious 
mind. “Why should my subconscious mind set 
out upon a long and laborious deception of me, on 
a premise which had not been suggested to it by my 
own objective mind, or that of any other person?” 
She added that some of the statements Hatch made 
about the future life conflicted with her own beliefs 
and many of the philosophical propositions were 
quite new to her. Further, Hatch sometimes used le- 
gal phraseology and American slang, none of which 
she would have used. And, references were made 
to past events of which she had no knowledge but 
later confirmed as fact. 

“My object in writing these letters is primar- 
ily to convince a few persons -— to strengthen their 
certainty in the fact of immortality, or the survival 
of the soul after the bodily change which is called 
death,” Hatch wrote through Barker’s hand. “Many 
think they believe who are not certain whether they 
believe or not.” He went on to say that “perhaps 
a few will find the change easier, the journey less 
formidable” because of what he had to report. “If 
you could only get hold of the idea of immortal life 
and cling to it! If you could realize yourself as be- 
ing without beginning and without end, then you 
might commence to do things worthwhile. It is a 
wonderful consciousness, that consciousness of 
eternity. Small troubles seem indeed small to him 


who thinks of himself in the terms of a million years. 
See HATCH page 7 


David Patterson Hatch 
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HATCH: 


From page 6 


You may make the figure a billion, or whatever you 
like, but the idea is tBe same.” 

After discussing his method of using Barker’s 
hand, Hatch talked about other aspects of spirit in- 
fluence and spirit impression. “Some of our artists 
try to impress their pictures upon the mental eyes of 
the artists of earth, and they often succeed in doing 
so,” he communicated, adding that the same applies 
with poets and musicians. “Whenever you go toa 
concert where beautiful music is being played, there 
is probably all around you a crowd of music-loving 
spirits, drinking in the harmonies.” 

Here are some other remarks made by Hatch: 

Communicating with other discarnates: “We 
seem to communicate with one another in about 
the same way that you do, but I find, as time goes 
by, that I converse more and more by powerful and 
projected thoughts than by the moving of the lips.” 

All-Knowing; “I have not become all-wise. I 
have been able to pick up a good deal of knowledge 
which I had forgotten, but about all the details of 
this life I still have much to learn.” 

Traveling: “As a rule, most persons stay near 
the place where they lived on earth, but I have been 
a wanderer from the first. I go rapidly from one 
country to another. One night (or day with you) I 
may take my rest to America; the next night I may 
rest in Paris. I have spent hours of repose on the 
divan in your sitting room, and you did not know 
that I was there.” 

Growing young: “Asa rule, those who say that 
they have been long here do not seem old. I asked 
[my] Teacher why, and he said that after a time an 
old person forgets that he is old, that the tendency 
is to grow young in thought and therefore young 
in appearance, that the body tends to take the form 
which we hold of it in our minds, that the law of 
rhythm works here as elsewhere.” 

Remembering past lives: “Most of the men 
and women here do not know that they have lived 
many times in flesh. They remember their latest 
life more or less vividly, but all before that seems 
like a dream.” 

Ignorance prevails: “I have talked with many 
people here, people of all stages of intellectual and 
moral growth, and I am sorry to say that the person 
who has a clear idea of the significance of life and its 
possibilities for development is about as rare here 
as on the earth.” 

Teachers: “There are teachers here. Few of 
them are of the stature of my own Teacher, but 
there are many who make it their pleasure to help 
the souls of the newly arrived. They never leave 
a newcomer entirely to his own resources. Help is 


always offered, though it is not always accepted.” 

Thought creations: “We can also see your 
thought-creations, and by adding the strength of 
our will to yours, we can help you to realize them 
in substantial form.” 

Inimical spirits: This subjective world, as I 
have called it, has its share of inimical spirits. They 
love to stir up strife; both here and on earth. They 
enjoy the excitement of anger in others; they are 
thrilled by the poison of hatred. As certain men 
revel in morphine, so they revel in all inharmoni- 
ous passion.” 

Jesus: “Jesus is a type of the greatest Masters. 
He is revered in all the heavens. He grasped the 
Law and dared to live it, to exemplify it. And when 
He said: ‘The Father and I are one,’ He pointed the 
way by which other men may realize mastership in 
themselves.” 

Many heavens: “There are many souls in 
heaven, and there are many heavens, of which I 
have seen a few.” 

Meeting old friends: “Old acquaintances when 
they meet here greet each other about as they did on 
earth. Though we are, as a rule, less conventional 
than you, still we cling more or less to our former 
habits.” 

Purgatory: “I have been in purgatory, the pur- 
eatery of the Roman Catholics. Do not scoff at those 
who have masses said for the repose of the souls of 
the departed. The souls are often conscious of such 
thoughtfulness. They hear the music, and they may 
smell the incense; most of all, they feel the power of 
the thoughts directed to them. Purgatory is real, in 
the sense of being a real experience If you want to 
call ita dream, you may, but dreams are sometimes 
terribly real.” 

Hell for alcoholics: “I had no difficulty in find- 
ing a hell full of drunkards. What do you fancy they 
were doing? Repenting their sins? Not at all. They 
were hovering around those places on earth where 
the fumes of alcohol, and the ene fumes of those 
who overindulged in alcohol, made sickening the 
atmosphere.” 

Earthly ties: “You on earth have forgotten so 
much of what you learned here that you do not real- 
ize how your thought of us can make us happy, do 
not realize how your forgetfulness of us can throw 
us back entirely upon ourselves. Often those who 

o farthest here, who really grow in spirituality, are 
thee whose loves have forgotten them on earth, but 
it is sad to be forgotten, nevertheless. It is a bitter 
power you make possible to us when you thus throw 
us back upon ourselves, and not all souls are strong 
enough or aspiring enough to make use of the lonely 
impetus that might help them to scale the ladder of 
spiritual knowledge.” 
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The Concept of the Divine 


by Howard Jones, Ph.D. 


We use the word ‘divine’ adjectivally to describe 
the most uplifting of our earthly experiences but also 
to describe the highest spiritual source of which we 
can conceive — that which there is none greater, to para- 
phrase Anselm. To describe such a source as ‘God’ 
or ‘Allah’ immediately associates the concept with 
specific western religions. In an age when organized 
religion is in decline in various parts of the world and 
being replaced by a much less explicit spirituality, it 
is perhaps more inclusive to talk of ‘the divine.’ 


It was German theologian a "Vid l il 
© 


Rudolf Otto who, in his book 
Das Heilige, coined the term 
‘numinous’ to describe those 
aspects of the spiritual domain 
that inspire human feelings of 
awe, reverence and exaltation. 
Alister Hardy, founder of the 
Religious Experience Research 
Centre at an Oxford college, | 
included psychic events as well 
as overtly religious experiences 
in his survey of The Spiritual 
Nature of Man. Now Hardy (1896-1985) was a scientist, 
a marine biologist, and increasingly we are finding 
scientists who accept and explore psychic phenomena 
as part of the natural world. Indeed, there are many 
lay people who believe that psychic events, and par- 
ticularly séances involving mediums who claim to 
communicate with the discarnate, provide us with 
the best evidence that there is a real spiritual domain 
that plays an important part in our earthly existence. 

The scientists who have entered into meaningful 
debate about mind, soul and the afterlife are usually 
physicists. However, in addition, there are some 
contemporary biologists who see the realm of the 
numinous as contributing to the ‘nurture’ component 
that shapes the behaviour of the human individual, in 
tune with Jean-Baptiste Lamarck’s and Hardy’s view 
of human evolution. 

Communing with the universal spiritual energy 
field defined by the quantum physicists is held by 
some modern biologists to shape our personality to 
build upon the genetic program inherited through 
our DNA, and this allows for the inheritance of char- 
acteristics from our peers and our relatives. These 
investigations have given rise to anew field of biology 
called epigenetics — influences on our development 
that modify or supplement those characteristics that 
we derive through DNA from our parents. 

Since the earliest recorded times, pagan tribes 
and indigenous societies have felt a spiritual essence 
within the natural world that they regarded as divine. 
Although fundamentalist religious adherents have 
regarded this philosophy of pantheism or animism 
as heretical, it is a concept most in tune with modern 
science — and with eastern religious beliefs that are 


Howard Jones, Ph.D. 


some of the earliest recorded spiritual philosophies 
amongst humankind. It was for this reason that in- 
digenous peoples venerated trees and certain rock 
formations. If there were no appropriate natural rock 
formations available, they erected menhirs to create 
a sacred site as temple or burial ground. Trees and 
rocks were so much more long-lived than humans 
that they believed that these natural objects contained 
the spiritual wisdom of their elders. 

The main scientific advance in acceptance of 
peyee phenomena as part of a Sacred Science has 

een through the realm of physics. Since quantum 
physics was developed in the early 20" century, 
physicists have come to realize that there is a numi- 
nous potential energy underlying the fundamental 
structure of the material universe. The concept of 
such an all-encompassing spiritual field itself is not 
new, only its scientific interpretation. 

Most recently, Cambridge biologist Rupert Shel- 
drake introduced the notion of morphic fields that 
exert their influence on the material world through 
what Sheldrake calls ‘causative formation,’ and he 
has conducted experiments to support this concept. 
Events in the material world today are imprinted on 
the morphic field and would be accessed subcon- 
sciously by others when travelling the same experi- 
mental path elsewhere or in the future. Sheldrake calls 
our ability to be aware of events beyond those that 
impinge on our five senses interpreted by the brain 
as our seventh sense, leaving the term ‘sixth sense’ 
to describe an animal’s awareness of electromag- 
netic fields. These morphic fields functioned like the 
akashic field of eastern mysticism, and Ervin Laszlo 
actually used this description of the field in one of his 
recent books and physicists describe it as the quantum 
field. Bruce Lipton has demonstrated how the field 
acts on living organisms through the function of RNA, 
a single-strand helical molecule the function of which 
is controlled by the environment and which in turn 
then affects the role of DNA. This idea has given rise 
to the science of epigenetics — a study of influences 
on behaviour beyond those from our genes. 

Thus, while terms like ‘God’ or ‘Allah’ are ex- 
clusive and appropriate as descriptions of the divine 
only to those who follow specific dogmatic religions, 
talking instead about ‘the divine’, and about ‘spiri- 
tuality’ instead of ‘religion’ provides a much more 
inclusive and holistic concept that can embrace 
not only the principal religions of the west but also 
those of the east, together with pagan beliefs. This 
description of Spirit as ‘the divine’ also provides the 
possibility of breaking down what is often regarded 
as a long-standing and intractable division between 
religion and science. 


Howard Jones is the author of The Thoughtful 
Guide to God and Evolution of Consciousness among 
other books. 
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16-Year-Old Girl Explains Life and Afterlife 


Editor’s note: Although little remembered today, 
Cora Scott Richmond (1840-1923) was one of the most 
amazing people of the 19th Century. Beginning in 1851, 
at age 11, young Cora would go into a trance and begin 
speaking on subjects far beyond her education, experi- 
ence, and exposure. She —or the spirits speaking through 
her — soon began giving lectures on social, political, 
economic, religious and reform matters including the 
emancipation of the slaves, throughout the United States 
and in England. In many of her lectures, the audience was 
asked to provide a topic. When the topic was given, Cora 
would immediately begin speaking extemporaneously and 
continue for an hour or more elucidating on the subject. 
Ministers, scholars, scientists, and lawyers attempted 
to confound her, but it was reported that all went away 
with their mouths shut. In 1856, when she was 16, while 
lecturing in New York City, she was given the subject, 
“The Philosophy of the Spheres” by an educated member 
of the audience to discourse on. She replied: 


“You desire an elucidation of the philosophy 
of the ‘spheres,’ or an explanation of the successive 
unfolding of the Spirit though different gradations, 
either embodied or disembodied. The word ‘sphere’ 
when applied to any object simply signifies the 
orbicular condition or position of that object, and 
does not illustrate or imply any particular location 
with regard to other objects. But when applied to 
mind, it represents the compass or power of the 
mental capacity. The sphere of your material earth 
comprises all that space in which it moves and, 
atmospherically, all those elements that surround 
itand are influenced by its revolutionary changes. 
So the sphere of an individualized soul is the orbit of 
its revolutions, and the influence of its movements 
upon its own center of attraction. 

“When we speak of the seven spheres or circles 
of the Spirit-world, we do not intend to convey the 
idea that our world is divided and subdivided into 
regular compartments, each separate and distinct in 
its formation. But that we may bring you capaci- 
ties in harmonious communication with our own, 
we are obliged to render an outward or objective 
distinction , thereby enabling you to realize that we 
occupy a world as real, as tangible, and positive as 
your own. Seven is a harmonic number. There are 
seven great principle in the spiritual identification 
of mind, and there must be correspondingly seven 
material principles. There are seven hues in the 
rainbow, or prismatic reflections of these hues. You 
have divided your weekly revolutions of time into 
seven days. There are seven grand principles of 
melody in the harmonic world of music, and each 
distinctive principle is a trinity. Seven and three 
are the combinations of harmonious number; three 
and seven are the union of harmonious sounds; and 


sounds and numbers are the united representation 
of spiritual or real existence. 

“But before I can proceed to a direct analysis of 
sphereal harmony, I must distinctly impress upon 
your mind that ours is a world of causes, or the 
spiritual, and yours 
is a world of effect or 
the material. And as 
no effect can exceed 
or become superior to 
the cause, no embod- 
ied form can repre- 
sent fully the spirit of 
embodiment. We see 
| reflected in the drop of 
water a miniature im- 
age of the whole starry 
heavens; but remove 
the water and we see 
no stars — yet, does that destroy the vast myriads of 
rolling worlds? No! We have only to look upward 
to see the reality. So in the external world we see, 
embodied, in the flower, the beauty, the loveliness 
and of its spiritual existence. But soon the external 
flower is destroyed by the blast, and its petals fall 
withering to the ground. But where is the odor, the 
color, and the beauty? Not dead, but blooming in 
the atmosphere, more lovely because more refined 
and purified. 

“Thus, my dear friend, it is with the soul you 
see reflected in the human or outward form, the 
image of the Spirit; and gazing upon its beauty and 
perfectness, you bow before the shrine of the exte- 
rior, forgetting that, like the drop of water, it must 
soon pass away. And when it is removed at last, 
mortals gaze in sorrow and sadness, strive to restore 
the faded image instead of lifting up their eyes to 
see the beautiful reality. 

“The spheres of the human soul are like the 
orbits of planets, each perfect in itself, yet distinct 
and harmonious, and whether that soul exists in 
the external form, or in the interior and spiritual, it 
matters not, if it only attains its own orbit and not, 
like the erratic comet, flashes a moment in the mental 
horizon and disappears. But even the comet occu- 
pies its own sphere, and never comes in contact with 
any other planet however near it may approach. 

“Man’s sphere is ascertained on earth by the 
external adnan of his interior powers. Men rear 
grand architectural palaces, whose marble halls and 
lofty turrets are emblazoned with the choicest gems 
of earth, surround themselves with every treasure of 
art, science, and beauty. The poet weaves for himself 
the silken robe of song in all nature a grand lyric of 
perpetual beauty. The sculptor chisels for himself 


See AFTERLIFE page 10 


Cora Scott 
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STATEMENTS: 


From page 2 
that I actually read out to the mother, all were cor- 
rect. There were seven statements that were difficult 
for me to read out including a description of the 
violent murder. Yes! I chickened out; I felt that this 
woman had enough to deal with without my add- 
ing to her grief. 

“Again, in the evaluation of the statements 
I based the results on the fact that the medium 
achieved 22 correct out of 29. Even with the omis- 
sions that I chose to leave out the statistical odds 
against chance of anyone ‘guessing’ the information 
provided to me are millions to one.” 


The mediumship of today does not seem as dynamic 
as that of a hundred years ago, lacking the direct 
voice, the trance voice, and the more impressive 
physical mediumship. Any thoughts as to why 
this is? 

“Tam not really ina position to argue that point. 
There are many accounts now of people in physical 
circles who purport to achieve apports, materialisa- 
tions, direct voice and other phenomena, but I have 
not had a chance to sit in such circles. Until now I 
have concentrated on mental mediumship and I 
have found many excellent mediums who really help 
people in their time of need. This is invaluable. Iam 
sure that lives have been saved because of the work 
of responsible mediums. There are two examples of 
this in my book.” 


You conclude your book by suggesting that better 


AFTERLIFE: 


From page 9 

an embodiment of his ideal of Nature’s perfect im- 
ages. All these are but birth of the inferior man, and 
illustrate the sphereal or harmonic development of 
the soul. The philanthropist creates for himself a 
pedestal of earnest and perfect love, and with clear 
and piercing eye traces out the windings of his 
pathway, gazes on this whole race of souls and with 
one loving clasp draw the whole world to his noble 
heart and bears them on to joy. 

“Thus it is in our life. The architect creates 
for himself the ideal, yet real images of his interior 
thought, and sees in the whole universe a grand and 
perfect temple. These thoughts are handed down 
through successive spheres until at last they reach 
the earth. 

“Here the poet sings his lyric rhymes in har- 
mony with eternity’s everlasting beauty, and this, 
like the other, permeates all spheres corresponding 
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evidence will come with time. It seems to me like 
the best evidence was offered 75-160 years ago. Do 
you really think better evidence will come and that 
it will be accepted by mainstream science? 

“T think that, eventually, survival evidence has 
to be accepted by science, although it will be fought 
all the way. Just think of the Flat Earth Society, where 
pone do not address the facts. Others have their 

eads firmly buried in a bucket of sand. Even in the 
modern accounts in my book, which are as good 
as witness testimony in a court of law, it is hard to 
come to any conclusion other than the hypothesis 
of survival. ESP is not a theory as it is not ‘testable’ 
and cannot be falsified.” 


Are you still doing research of any kind? 

‘I have completed a five year study of para- 
normal healing, some seemingly in the form of 
psychic surgery; part of this study was carried out 
in controlled conditions. This resulted in a 64-page 
report which throws up some interesting questions. 
There are a few examples in my book. I will con- 
tinue with phase two of the healing study and also 
hope that I will be able to sit in ‘circles’ claiming 
to produce physical phenomena. I will not waste 
my time, however, sitting in circles which operate 
in complete blackout. There is no need for this as 
Home and mediums like Gordon Higginson could 
produce phenomena in dim light. 


Page 1 photo by Johnston Press courtesy of Tricia Rob- 
ertson 


with its own, until some soul on earth, catching the 
inspiration, speaks, and lo! The poem becomes an 
outward form. 

“Here Mozart thrills forever the strings of 
Nature’s lyre, and improvises grandest melodies, 
in harmony with Eternity’s glorious voice. And 
Rembrandt, through his own ideal and imaginative 
power, pictures for himself a panoramic scene of 
Creation’s lovely landscapes, presenting of eye of 
God the artist power of Nature. 

“Thus in the interior and exterior worlds the 
sphereal harmonies of each are combined, while the 
soul, immoral in its powers, passes from gradation 
to gradation, from world to world, form universe 
to universe, retaining still its own sphere, and per- 
forming still its revolutions around its center — its 
own interior self.” 

Ref: Life Work of Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, by H. 
D. Barrett, first published 1895. For copies, see http:// 
www.InterfarFacing.com or phone 510-479-4792 
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PRESIDENT: 


From page 3 


the universe. He said that great men exert their en- 
ergy in the direction they desire and that their lives 
begin at age 40, when the mediocre man’s life ends. 

He stated if people could connect into the uni- 
versal intelligence they would feel balanced and 
consistent in their work. Walter Russell went on to 
eel that everything that happens to us affects every 
other event and we need to stay purposeful in what 
we are doing. For instance, I could become worri- 
some and obsess about value of my house. 

What I do, though, is concentrate on what I 
have to accomplish today — at work, at home, with 
my grandchildren AND then I gather estimates for 
lifting and rebuilding. I also make appointments 
with Governor Christie’s caseworker to see if any 
federal funds are going to come my way. It is now 
my responsibility to see what it is I am supposed 
to learn. 

I also know that two years ago my financial 
planner urged me to sell this house. I had some 
repairs made and enjoyed how they looked so much 
that I decided I'd live in it a couple of more years. 
Thus, the hurricane came. I feel I was warned and I 
didn’t take the warning. How many of us, I won- 
der, don’t listen to the angels or people who are sent 
our way to guide us? 

So, as I tell my clients — I think about and do 
what I can NOW and just keep gathering more infor- 
mation. The more information I gather, the easier the 
picture starts to form as to which direction I should 
take. Itis rather like the baseball movie that stated 
“Build it and they will come.” It works like that for 
all of us, I think. 

Walter Russell had periods of illuminations 
throughout his life. Many of these occurred in the 
month of May every year of his life. He accom- 
plished much in his lifetime. He had a laboratory 
at his disposal at New York University in order to 
demonstrate his hydrogen discoveries. He pub- 
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lished his own Periodic Table of Elements and The 
American Academy of Sciences conferred a doctor- 
ate to him after several laboratories isolated the ele- 
ments which he had foreseen: Deuterium, Tritium, 
Neptunium and Plutonium. He developed a lec- 
ture series for executives and employees of IBM for 
twelve years and was responsible for their favorite 
slogan, THINK. 

The length of this column does not allow me 
to really do justice to him. If you are interested, 
please Google his name. I wonder how many of 
our members, like PMH Atwater, know about other 
interesting people such as Walter Russell. If you 
have a favorite, please let me know. 

— Karen E. Herrick, Ph.D. 
karen@karenherrick.com 


The Perfect Holiday Gift 


It’s that time of the year again. Consider giving 
your friend or relative a meaningful gift — a one-year 
membership in the Academy for just $25. Apply before 
December 12 and the recipient of your gift will be sent 
a copy of the December issue of The Searchlight along 
with a notice that the person has received a one-year 
membership as a gift from you To take advantage of this 
offer, send a check for $25 to Paul Hauser, our executive 
administrator at P. O. Box 84, Loxahatchee, Fl 33420, or 
go to the Academy’s website at http: / / wwwascsi.org. / 
Any questions, e-mail Paul at pauljhauser@gmail.com. 
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Death in Ireland 


Death, I’ve noticed over the thirty summers 
spent in this unique land, is a very big thing. Rural 
and small-town Irish often curse their neighbours 
behind their backs, but the moment the neighbour 
is dead, they say ‘God rest his soul; I’ve never had 
any unkind word to say about him.’ Life-long 
enemy or not, they go to his funeral — sometimes 
it seems, as a form of penance to avoid retribution 
for unkind words and deeds previously inflicted 
on the now dead man. 

Unspoken, but apparently felt by the members 
of each community in rural Ireland is a concern - 
half-conscious, half-subliminal - that though the 
body may be dead, the ears, eyes, memory and 
soul are lurking close by and are probably able to 
detect even the most secret thoughts of anyone who 
approaches the coffin. 

You call to the dead person’s family, express 
condolences, send Mass cards. You go to where the 
body is laid out in repose, and you are seen to join 
in decades of the Rosary. Then you are also present 
for the removal of the body. You line up behind the 
coffin borne on the shoulders of six men, and you 
march to the church where the coffin is set down 
just in front of the altar. The Blessed Sacrament rests 


right behind the altar and spends the night close by 
the body and also with the still-lurking soul, help- 
ing it to prepare and qualify itself 

.| for the journey onward. The Pascal 
* | candle burns all night. 

My friend, John Moriarty, an 

> | Irish poet and philosopher, once 

} told me that the Pascal candle light- 
ed over one’s baptism is a wounded 
light and resurrection symbol. Each 
Pascal candle has five nails stuck in 
scare it, each representing one of Christ’s 
wounds. So I thought of Eoin spending the night in 
his coffin at the church under the wounded light of 
the Pascal candle still burning at his funeral mass, 
heralding his resurrection. 

Before the Mass, you shake hands with any 
family members standing at the door...You are cer- 
tain to be on your best behaviour and think only 
the purest of thoughts, because the dead man’s soul 
may well know what is running through your mind, 
and God himself — present in the Blessed Sacrament 
— certainly does. 

Extracted and slightly abridged with permission from David 
Stang, author of “Emerald Spirit” and an Academy member. 


